GARAGE MUSEUM OF CONTEMPORARY ART PRESENTS:
ТАКASHI MURAKAMI UNDER THE RADIATION FALLS
September 29, 2017–February 4, 2018
The exhibition at Garage Museum of Contemporary Art is the first major survey of Takashi
Murakami's work in Russia and will span several periods of the artist’s career from the mid-1990s
to now. Presenting his work in the broader context of Japanese culture for the first time, the
exhibition pays homage to Murakami’s long-term project to creatively unite and question Eastern
and Western traditions.
Consisting of five sections that each explore a particular phenomenon in Japanese culture which
has been formally or semantically examined by Murakami, the show reveals the artist’s inquiries
into the nuanced facets of Japanese culture and public consciousness, blurring the line between
high and low culture while merging various media into one continuous flow of images.
The first section, Geijutsu (芸術, Learning and Technique), will focus on the genealogy of
Murakami’s paintings and his ideas regarding the pictorial space and the artist’s craft. Having
trained as a classical Nihonga painter, Murakami’s work is partly rooted in traditional Japanese
painting, which is characterized by a certain flatness of image and what art historian Nobuo Tsuji
(Lineage of Eccentrics: Matabei to Kuniyoshi, 2012) calls “eccentricity:” an expressionist aspect of
the Japanese painterly tradition. This section also introduces a theme that will recur throughout the
exhibition: the importance of daily routine and traditional labor, be it the making of engravings and
paintings, ceramics, or sushi.
The second section, The Little Boy and the Fat Man (リトルボーイとファットマン), is a tribute
to Murakami’s project Little Boy (2005), which explored the symbolism of August 1945 and the
ways in which the Hiroshima and Nagasaki bombings transformed Japanese visual culture after the
war. A disaster as a starting point for a new sensibility: from apocalyptic visions to a conscious
escape from reality. This part of the exhibition will focus on visual rhymes between the works of
Murakami, anime and manga, and historical documentation. The exhibition at Garage will be the
first in Europe to include one of Murakami’s earliest installations, Sea Breeze (1992), an
extraordinary work that examines the events of August 1945 and is part of the collection of the 21st
Century Museum of Contemporary Art, Kanazawa (Japan).
The third section, Kawaii (カワイイ), will explore the intersections between Murakami’s work and
the aesthetics of kawaii (cuteness), which is an integral part of contemporary Japanese culture.
This part of the exhibition will include manga and anime featuring world-famous characters
(Pokémon, Hello Kitty); various environments (such as a mirror zone with toys); a screening room
showing Murakami’s 2013 feature film Jellyfish Eyes; and a space exhibiting the preparatory
models for the film’s animated characters.
The fourth section, Sutajito (スタジオ), will examine the structure of Murakami’s studio. The
exhibition will include a recreation of part of his “factory,” in which the artist’s assistants will work
during the installation of the exhibition. This section will present the history of Murakami’s studio
and of the production of a number of works through the use of archive materials. It will also include
a board with the names, photographs, and work schedule of the installation team. The “wet studio”
will provide a space for young Russian artists to learn Murakami’s painting techniques.

The “phantom chapter,” Asobi & Kazari (遊び & 飾り), will be spread across the Museum’s nonexhibition spaces, demonstrating the playful aspect of Murakami’s work and his interest in
decoration and patterns which are rooted in the Japanese artistic tradition. These parasite
ornaments invading the Museum space will create a transition from the exhibition to the world of
Kaikai Kiki (the art production and art management corporation founded by Murakami in 1996),
which will occupy the Café and Bookshop and continue onto the facade of the building.
The exhibition at Garage will include more than eighty paintings, drawings, and films by Murakami
from the collections of Hiroshima Peace Memorial Museum; Mori Art Museum, Tokyo; 21st Century
Museum of Contemporary Art, Kanazawa; and private collections. The exhibition also includes traditional
Japanese engravings and paintings from the Pushkin State Museum of Fine Arts, Moscow, examples of
manga and anime, and various artifacts from Murakami's studio.
A Russian-language catalogue will be published on the occasion of the exhibition, the first
comprehensive publication on the artist in Russian.
Takashi Murakami's exhibition Under the Radiation Falls will take place as part of The Year of
Japan in Russia.
The exhibition is curated by Katya Inozemtseva, Senior Curator of Garage.
Takashi Murakami (b. 1962, Tokyo, Japan) lives and works in Tokyo and New York. He studied at
Tokyo University of the Arts, where he received his bachelor’s degree in 1986, his master’s degree
in 1988, and his PhD. in 1993. He founded the Hiropon factory in Tokyo in 1996, which later
evolved into Kaikai Kiki, an art production and art management corporation. In addition to the
production and marketing of Murakami's art and related work, Kaikai Kiki functions as a supportive
environment for the fostering of emerging artists. Recent major museum exhibitions include:
Murakami: The 500 Arhats, Mori Art Museum, Tokyo (2015); Arhat Cycle, Palazzo Reale, Milan
(2014); Murakami: Ego, Qatar Museums Authority, Doha (2012); Takashi Murakami Versailles,
Palace of Versailles, Versailles (2010); © MURAKAMI, Museum of Contemporary Art, Los Angeles
(2007; traveled to Brooklyn Museum, New York; Museum für Moderne Kunst, Frankfurt; and
Guggenheim Museum, Bilbao through 2009); Kaikai Kiki: Takashi Murakami, Fondation Cartier
pour l'art contemporain, Paris (2002; traveled to Serpentine Gallery, London); Takashi Murakami:
Made in Japan, Museum of Fine Arts, Boston (2001); and Summon Monsters? Open the Door?
Heal? Or Die?, Museum of Contemporary Art, Tokyo (2001).
GARAGE MUSEUM OF CONTEMPORARY ART
Garage Museum of Contemporary Art is a place for people, art, and ideas to create history.
Through an extensive program of exhibitions, events, education, research, and publishing, the
institution reflects on current developments in Russian and international culture, creating
opportunities for public dialogue, as well as the production of new work and ideas in Moscow. At
the center of all these activities is the Museum’s collection, which is the first archive in the country
related to the development of Russian contemporary art from the 1950s through the present.
Founded in 2008 by Dasha Zhukova and Roman Abramovich, Garage is the first philanthropic
organization in Russia to create a comprehensive public mandate for contemporary art and culture.
Open seven days a week, it was initially housed in the renowned Bakhmetevsky Bus Garage in

Moscow, designed by the Constructivist architect Konstantin Melnikov. In 2012 Garage relocated to
a temporary pavilion in Gorky Park, specifically commissioned from award-winning architect
Shigeru Ban. A year later, a purpose-built Education Center was opened next to the Pavilion. On
June 12, 2015, Garage welcomed visitors to its first permanent home. Designed by Rem Koolhaas
and his OMA studio, this groundbreaking preservation project transformed the famous Vremena
Goda (Seasons of the Year) Soviet Modernist restaurant, built in 1968 in Gorky Park, into a
contemporary museum.
Garage is a non-profit project of The IRIS Foundation.
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About UNIQLO and Fast Retailing
UNIQLO is a brand of Fast Retailing Co., Ltd., a leading global Japanese retail holding company
that designs, manufactures and sells clothing under seven main brands: Comptoir des Cotonniers,
GU, Helmut Lang, J Brand, Princesse tam.tam, Theory, and UNIQLO. With global sales of
approximately 1.7864 trillion yen for the 2016 fiscal year ending August 31, 2016 (US $17.31
billion, calculated in yen using the end of August 2016 rate of $1 = 103.2 yen), Fast Retailing is one
of the world’s largest apparel retail companies, and UNIQLO is Japan’s leading specialty retailer.
UNIQLO continues to open large-scale stores in some of the world's most important cities and
locations, as part of its ongoing efforts to solidify its status as a truly global brand. Today the
company has around 1,800 stores in 18 markets worldwide including Japan, Australia, Belgium,
Canada, China, France, Germany, Hong Kong, Indonesia, Malaysia, Philippines, Russia,
Singapore, South Korea, Taiwan, Thailand, U.K. and the U.S. In addition, Grameen UNIQLO, a
social business established in Bangladesh in September 2010, currently operates several
Grameen UNIQLO stores in Dhaka. UNIQLO manages an integrated business model under which
it designs, manufactures, markets and sells high-quality, casual apparel. The company believes
that truly great clothes should be supremely comfortable, feature universal designs, are of high
quality
and
offer
a
superb
fit
to
everyone
who
wears
them.
With a corporate statement committed to changing clothes, changing conventional wisdom and
change the world, Fast Retailing is dedicated to creating great clothing with new and unique value
to enrich the lives of people everywhere. For more information about UNIQLO and Fast Retailing,
please visit www.uniqlo.com and www.fastretailing.com.
INGOSSTRAKH
Ingosstrakh has been a major player in both the Russian and international markets since 1947. The
company is a national leader in Russia for the total amount of insurance premiums in the voluntary
insurance sector (not including life insurance). Ingosstrakh is authorized to handle all types of
insurance services (in accordance with the insurance company’s specialization) specified in Art.
32.9 of the Insurance Law of the Russian Federation, as well as reinsurance services.The
company has 149 locations throughout the Russian Federation, in addition to other branches and
subsidiaries worldwide. For many years, Ingosstrakh has provided insurance services for important
works of art and other valuable historical objects to some of the world's top museums and galleries,
including the Musée d'Orsay, Paris, France; The State Hermitage Museum, St. Petersburg, Russia;

the Tretyakov State Gallery, Moscow, Russia; and the Russian Museum, St. Petersburg, Russia;
along with a number of important private collections.

