GARAGE MUSEUM OF CONTEMPORARY ART PRESENTS:
BONE MUSIC
August 14–October 5, 2017
Bone Music is an exhibition examining a unique episode in postwar Soviet history. From the late
1940s to the early 1960s, inventive Soviet music lovers made illegal copies of banned music on
used X-ray film. Their recordings were not limited to Western jazz and rock-n-roll, but also featured
Russian émigré music, as well as popular prison and gypsy songs. Putting their freedom at risk,
Soviet bootleggers brought some of the hits of the era to a broader Soviet audience and added an
exciting chapter to the history of samizdat. Their craft died out in the mid-1960s with the
introduction of reel-to-reel recorders, but left a legacy of sonically and visually unique artifacts.
The exhibition at Garage presents research by the X-Ray Audio project (London). Along with the
original recordings on x-ray film, visitors hear the stories of people who made, distributed and
played them. The installation produced for the Moscow exhibition features ephemera of the period
immersing the audience in an atmosphere where underground technology, forbidden culture,
recycling, Cold War politics, and human ingenuity intersect. It reveals the unintentional beauty of
the rare “bone music” disks and accentuates the accidental aesthetics of these artifacts of
clandestine production, born out of necessity.
“The project is a labor of love researched over many years, an archive of samizdat creativity,
cultural resistance, daring entrepreneurialism. It uses forensic snapshots of physical bodies in
order to shed light on a spellbindingly obscure subgenre of discography, and as a portal into a littleknown but imaginatively intoxicating chapter in postwar communist history.” (Sukhdev Sandhu,
Professor of English, Social and Cultural Analysis, New York University)
“They are images of pain and damage inscribed with the sound of forbidden pleasure; fragile
photographs of the interiors of Soviet citizens layered with the ghostly music they secretly loved,
they are skin-thin slivers of DIY punk protest; they are ‘Roentgenizdat’. In a culture where the
recording industry was completely controlled by the state, music lovers discovered an extraordinary
alternative means of reproduction.” (Stephen Coates, curator of Bone Music)
Bone Music is curated by X-Ray Audio (Stephen Coates and Paul Heartfield, London) and
produced in Russia in collaboration with Sergey Korsakov and Cardboardia Project. The exhibition
at Garage is organized by Ekaterina Lazareva, assistant curator.
A program of public events will accompany the exhibition:
In the first days of the exhibition the X-Ray Cabaret in Garage Atrium comprised live performances
by very special musical guests, who cut new recordings on x-ray film using a vintage 1950s
recorder in real time and in the presence of the public.
From September 7-10, Garage will organize a roundtable discussion and a short film festival,
programmed by the X-Ray Audio project as a celebration of cultural freedom. Musicians,
filmmakers, “bone music” contemporaries, and cultural theorists will discuss the phenomenon of
“bone music” in the context of musical experiments and cultural censorship, as well as recent
examples restrictions on popular music in other countries.

About X-Ray Audio
The X-Ray Audio project was created in 2012 to research, record, collect, and publish the images,
stories, and sounds of the extraordinary Soviet x-ray records and the people who made, played,
and traded them. It published the book X-Ray Audio. The Strange story of Soviet Music on the
Bone in 2015 and a documentary film, X-Ray Audio: The Documentary, and has organized a
number of exhibitions and public events on the subject. For more information: www.x-rayaudio.com
Stephen Coates is a composer and music producer. A graduate of the Royal College of Art, he is
particularly interested in the interaction between music and culture. In 2010, Stephen wrote and
presented an eight-part radio documentary series for Resonance FM (London), "Sounds of
propaganda and the Cold War," investigating the way music and audio was used for political
purposes in the West and in the Soviet bloc. He came across the subject of the x-ray recordings
when travelling to Russia to perform over the last six years.
Paul Heartfield is one of London's most experienced and respected portraitists. He has worked
extensively in the music industry, photographing many international bands and musicians over the
last decade. He is the regular portrait and archive photographer for the Houses of Commons and
Lords in Westminster and has photographed most of the senior British politicians of the last few
years.
GARAGE MUSEUM OF CONTEMPORARY ART
Garage Museum of Contemporary Art is a place for people, art, and ideas to create history.
Through an extensive program of exhibitions, events, education, research, and publishing, the
institution reflects on current developments in Russian and international culture, creating
opportunities for public dialogue, as well as the production of new work and ideas in Moscow. At
the center of all these activities is the Museum’s collection, which is the first archive in the country
related to the development of Russian contemporary art from the 1950s through the present.
Founded in 2008 by Dasha Zhukova and Roman Abramovich, Garage is the first philanthropic
organization in Russia to create a comprehensive public mandate for contemporary art and culture.
Open seven days a week, it was initially housed in the renowned Bakhmetevsky Bus Garage in
Moscow, designed by the Constructivist architect Konstantin Melnikov. In 2012 Garage relocated to
a temporary pavilion in Gorky Park, specifically commissioned from award-winning architect
Shigeru Ban. A year later, a purpose-built Education Center was opened next to the Pavilion. On
June 12, 2015, Garage welcomed visitors to its first permanent home. Designed by Rem Koolhaas
and his OMA studio, this groundbreaking preservation project transformed the famous Vremena
Goda (Seasons of the Year) Soviet Modernist restaurant, built in 1968 in Gorky Park, into a
contemporary museum.
Garage is a non-profit project of The IRIS Foundation.
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About UNIQLO and Fast Retailing
UNIQLO is a brand of Fast Retailing Co., Ltd., a leading global Japanese retail holding company

that designs, manufactures and sells clothing under seven main brands: Comptoir des Cotonniers,
GU, Helmut Lang, J Brand, Princesse tam.tam, Theory, and UNIQLO. With global sales of
approximately 1.7864 trillion yen for the 2016 fiscal year ending August 31, 2016 (US $17.31
billion, calculated in yen using the end of August 2016 rate of $1 = 103.2 yen), Fast Retailing is one
of the world’s largest apparel retail companies, and UNIQLO is Japan’s leading specialty retailer.
UNIQLO continues to open large-scale stores in some of the world's most important cities and
locations, as part of its ongoing efforts to solidify its status as a truly global brand. Today the
company has around 1,800 stores in 18 markets worldwide including Japan, Australia, Belgium,
Canada, China, France, Germany, Hong Kong, Indonesia, Malaysia, Philippines, Russia,
Singapore, South Korea, Taiwan, Thailand, U.K. and the U.S. In addition, Grameen UNIQLO, a
social business established in Bangladesh in September 2010, currently operates several
Grameen UNIQLO stores in Dhaka. UNIQLO manages an integrated business model under which
it designs, manufactures, markets and sells high-quality, casual apparel. The company believes
that truly great clothes should be supremely comfortable, feature universal designs, are of high
quality
and
offer
a
superb
fit
to
everyone
who
wears
them.
With a corporate statement committed to changing clothes, changing conventional wisdom and
change the world, Fast Retailing is dedicated to creating great clothing with new and unique value
to enrich the lives of people everywhere. For more information about UNIQLO and Fast Retailing,
please visit www.uniqlo.com and www.fastretailing.com.
INGOSSTRAKH
Ingosstrakh has been a major player in both the Russian and international markets since 1947. The
company is a national leader in Russia for the total amount of insurance premiums in the voluntary
insurance sector (not including life insurance). Ingosstrakh is authorized to handle all types of
insurance services (in accordance with the insurance company’s specialization) specified in Art.
32.9 of the Insurance Law of the Russian Federation, as well as reinsurance services.The
company has 149 locations throughout the Russian Federation, in addition to other branches and
subsidiaries worldwide. For many years, Ingosstrakh has provided insurance services for important
works of art and other valuable historical objects to some of the world's top museums and galleries,
including the Musée d'Orsay, Paris, France; The State Hermitage Museum, St. Petersburg, Russia;
the Tretyakov State Gallery, Moscow, Russia; and the Russian Museum, St. Petersburg, Russia;
along with a number of important private collections.

